Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 294 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.051; wR factor = 0.139; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.0.
The molecule of the title compound [systematic name: 2-(4-tert-butylbenzyl)isoindoline-1,3-dione], C 19 H 19 NO 2 , is Vshaped with a dihedral angle of 74.15 (7) between the mean planes of the phthalimide unit and the benzene ring. The methyl groups of the tert-butyl substituent are disordered over two sets of positions, with an occupancy ratio of 0.700 (4):0.300 (4). In the crystal, intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link adjacent molecules into centrosymmetric dimers. An additional weak C-HÁ Á ÁO contact, together with weak C-HÁ Á Á and -interactions [centroid-centroid distance = 3.961 (2) Å ] generate a three-dimensional network. 
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Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Comment
The molecular structure of (I) (Fig. 1) shows that the phthalimide ring system is almost planar, with the dihedral angle between the C2···C7 and N1/C1/C2/C7/C8 rings 1.26 (15) °. The molecule adopts a V-shape with a dihedral angle between the mean planes of the phthalimide group and the benzene ring of 74.12 (7) Å. Bond distances within the molecule are normal (Allen et al., 1987) and similar to those observed in comparable structures (Chen et al., 2006; Lü et al., 2006; Warzecha et al., 2006a,b,c; Xin et al., 2006) .
In the crystal structure, complementary intermolecular C6-H6a···O2 hydrogen bonds link molecules into dimers (Table   1 , Fig. 2 ). Additional weak C8-H9B···O1 and C-H···π contacts together with π-π interactions between the six-membered phthalimide rings (centroid-centroid separation 3.961 (2) Å; 1/3 -x,2/3 -y,2/3 -z) generate an extensive three-dimensional network structure, Fig. 3 .
Experimental
The title compound was obtained by a literature method (Xin, et al., 2006) . Colourless blocks of (I) were grown from an ethanol solution.
Refinement
The H atoms were positioned geometrically (C-H = 0.93-0.97Å) and refined as riding with U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (C) or 1.5U eq (methyl C). The three methyl groups of the tert-butyl group are disordered over two positions with an occupancy ratio of 0.700 (4):0.300 (4). Restraints were applied to the atomic displacement parameters and interatomic distances for these atoms. PLATON (Spek, 2009) reports a solvent accessible voids of total area 164.0 Å 3 in the structure. However, the low residual electron density does not suggest additional solvent in the structure. This was confirmed using the SQUEEZE procedure (Spek, 2009).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I) showing displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 30% probability level and H atoms shown as small spheres of arbitrary radius. Only the major disorder component of the disordered methyl groups is shown. 
